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Gender mainstreaming is critical for projects to deliver more successful land access and 
resettlement, and is becoming increasingly significant for financial institutions and industry 
organizations. However, much remains to be done to ensure a comprehensive gender-informed 
approach to managing physical and economic displacement, beyond mere tokenism.

Steyn Reddy Associates (SRA) has published this 10-part Gender Mainstreaming Series to help 
projects take practical steps to ensure that vulnerabilities related to women and sexual and gender 
minorities are adequately addressed throughout the land access and resettlement stakeholder 
engagement, assessment, planning, implementation, and monitoring & evaluation process.

For a general perspective on Physical Resettlement Implementation, read this Gender Insight 
Series in conjunction with Land Access and Resettlement Insight Series 13 on Physical 
Resettlement Implementation.

Successful physical displacement or resettlement requires effective identification, design, planning, 
construction, and handover to statutory authorities. The project needs to construct and bring to life new 
sites, housing and community facilities, including the management of the moves of affected households, and 
incorporate measures to ensure the success of resettlement communities’ post-move. 

A gender-sensitive physical resettlement implementation paves the way for a maximization of the 
resettlement success. In promoting gender diversity and the active participation of women, the design can 
take into account the concerns and needs of gender and sexual minority groups, as well as women, who 
typically represent half of the resettling population. Women are also often well-positioned to understand 
communal necessities, as well as those of children and vulnerable groups. Thus, their views are likely to 
benefit the community in general.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
This Insight seeks to guide social practitioners in mainstreaming gender when planning resettlement sites 
and housing, including potential challenges that women may particularly face in host communities.

Resettlement Site 

Planning and Design

The project needs to consider many factors when selecting resettlement sites and land plots, such as 
political stability, land availability, soil quality, existing community infrastructure, the chance of 
re-establishing old or undertaking new livelihoods in the new locality, and the potential for future 
community growth. 

All these factors need to be explained and discussed with affected households, including women and gender 
and sexual minorities, who might be particularly vulnerable to specific site characteristics (e.g., women may 
prefer not to live in certain localities that are unsafe for them; gender and sexual minorities may prefer 
living close to communities that have gender-related support groups or associations). 

 



The project should ensure existing neighbourhoods and social support groups / networks are maintained 
and reflected in new settlements. This can be related to general site layout and plot allocation, to ensure 
existing neighbourhoods, neighbours and informal support networks can be recreated at the resettlement 
site.  It can also relate to the location and design of public services, such as water supply (e.g., public 
standpipes are an opportunity for women in some societies to socialize at standpoints - they may wish these 
to be close to their houses, or at a distance to allow for privacy). 

Likewise, host communities must be involved and consulted in a timely manner, including being eligible and 
entitled to certain support from the project. The development of shared infrastructure, including those 
which may particularly benefit women from both resettling and host communities (e.g., meeting spaces, 
clinics, water points), can be beneficial to ensuring a smooth integration of the resettled community into 
host communities.

The figure below summarizes the key gender-related aspects to consider when identifying and designing 
resettlement sites.

Health, Safety and Security:
Women and sexual and gender minorities must be guaranteed a lifestyle free from real and perceived dangers in the 
built environment (e.g. non-isolated and well-lit streets, safety measures related to Gender-Based Violence (GBV), 
etc.). This includes moving around safely, easily, and affordably, and having community services relatively close to 
households (e.g., safe commute systems, safe and well-lit underpasses in road crossings)

Security of Tenure:
Women should be guaranteed security of tenure of their plots (e.g., land/plot titles, including the formalisation of 
rights)

Livelihoods:
Women's livelihoods should be considered when selecting and designing resettlement sites (e.g. sufficient forest land 
to ensure women's livelihoods based on foraging of forest products).

Interaction with Host Communities:
The project must take into account the management of the influx of people, as new social interactions could worsen the 
safety of women and sexual and gender minorities in the host communities 

Access to Basic Resources:
Women are generally the primary household carers and responsible for domestic work, and thus are most concerned 
with the location of amenities, water supplies, energy sources, and food. The project should involve women in the 
design process, and consider guaranteeing minimum accessibility conditions to basic resources, such as the provision 
of public water standpoints near the houses to prevent women from having to travel long distances to fetch water for 
the household

Social Network: 
Safety nets are of vital importance to women. The project should maintain the social cohesion network by providing a 
design structure for housing/plot distribution that emulates the previous distribution. This would mean that PAHs 
would have the same neighbours as before, maintaining the social ties already created. However, this logic does not 
apply in all cases and is subject to consultation, as some PAPs might prefer a different housing location than before, 
such as victims of Gender-Based Violence (GBV)

Successful physical displacement or resettlement requires effective identification, design, planning, 
construction, and handover to statutory authorities. The project needs to construct and bring to life new 
sites, housing and community facilities, including the management of the moves of affected households, and 
incorporate measures to ensure the success of resettlement communities’ post-move. 

A gender-sensitive physical resettlement implementation paves the way for a maximization of the 
resettlement success. In promoting gender diversity and the active participation of women, the design can 
take into account the concerns and needs of gender and sexual minority groups, as well as women, who 
typically represent half of the resettling population. Women are also often well-positioned to understand 
communal necessities, as well as those of children and vulnerable groups. Thus, their views are likely to 
benefit the community in general.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
This Insight seeks to guide social practitioners in mainstreaming gender when planning resettlement sites 
and housing, including potential challenges that women may particularly face in host communities.

Resettlement Site 

Planning and Design

The project needs to consider many factors when selecting resettlement sites and land plots, such as 
political stability, land availability, soil quality, existing community infrastructure, the chance of 
re-establishing old or undertaking new livelihoods in the new locality, and the potential for future 
community growth. 

All these factors need to be explained and discussed with affected households, including women and gender 
and sexual minorities, who might be particularly vulnerable to specific site characteristics (e.g., women may 
prefer not to live in certain localities that are unsafe for them; gender and sexual minorities may prefer 
living close to communities that have gender-related support groups or associations). 
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Women and men may have very different positions on 
resettlement site preferences. 

The main concerns in selecting a resettlement site for women tend 
to be more related to child and elder care, distances to certain 
locations (especially for livelihoods), educational and health 
services, access to religious sites, social cohesion, and safety. 

Gender and sexual minority groups can suffer from a lack of 
acceptance and persecution in their communities. This could lead 
to some gender and sexual groups having multiple social cohesion 
and safety concerns and needs.

In rural areas, women may earn 
income from petty trade. Their 
priority for a resettlement site might 
be conditioned to their livelihood 
means. They might want to be close 
to the project area so that they could 
benefit from trading opportunities 

Notes on Community Facilities and Infrastructure

The project needs to consider many factors when selecting resettlement sites and land plots, such as 
political stability, land availability, soil quality, existing community infrastructure, the chance of 
re-establishing old or undertaking new livelihoods in the new locality, and the potential for future 
community growth. 

All these factors need to be explained and discussed with affected households, including women and 
gender and sexual minorities, who might be particularly vulnerable to specific site characteristics (e.g., 
women may prefer not to live in certain localities that are unsafe for them; gender and sexual minorities 
may prefer living close to communities that have gender-related support groups or associations). 

The role of markets and water sources for the socialization of women in many societies is also 
important to note. These places should occupy a central position in many resettlement designs, as they 
are the main shapers of social fabrics. Similarly, children's play areas could significantly improve 
children's safety and reduce women's workload. Projects might also identify other particular needs for 
women and gender and sexual minorities (e.g., meeting and association spaces, or training facilities).

Selection

Women need to be engaged, and trained, if necessary, for them to make an informed decision on their 
preferred choices. It is crucial to liaise with local women's groups or unions, or related associations, as they 
are informed partners that can help the project understand women and gender and sexual minorities and 
community needs. 

Community forums negotiating on resettlement packages including resettlement site location and design 
need to have adequate female representation, who are empowered to fully contribute to the debate and 
decisions. Refer to Gender Insight Series 3 on Gender and Stakeholder Engagement for further details on 
engagement with women and gender and sexual minority group.



Resettlement Housing  

Planning and Design

PAPs engagement and active participation in the design of housing is essential to reflect the requirements 
of the household in the housing design. Women and men tend to have different needs and concerns 
regarding housing designs and layouts. Women's gender roles, assigned through socialization in each 
culture, have traditionally linked women to a domestic (non-public), reproductive (non-productive), and 
care sphere. Thus, women are often the primary family carers and lead domestic work. These factors make 
them especially concerned about housing design, and well placed to advise on appropriate design.
 

The design of the house should promote gender equality and assign 
importance to the spaces used for reproduction and care. Therefore, a 
gender-sensitive design gives importance to certain spheres such as the 
kitchen, which should be in a central and visible position, making household 
chores visible and shared. This includes also taking into account spaces for 
the laundry cycle and the provision of care spaces; or that each member of 
the shared living unit should have his or her own space of intimacy and 
privacy. Gender and sexual minorities are often reluctant to interact with 
members of their home communities because of the continued 
discrimination they would potentially endure.

There are some specific aspects of the housing layout that need attentive gender consideration. These are 
described in the Figure below.  

Bedrooms:
Bedrooms are an important space of privacy/intimacy for households. These factors should be considered in the design 
of the housing (e.g., enough bedrooms to allow for single sex rooming). In societies where poligamy exists, bedroom 
layouts should be distributed according to culturally accepted means and considering views of the female members of 
the household (e.g., space for each wife or special arrangements for separate living quarters in one house or compound 
may need to be considered)

Toilets and bathrooms:
 Toilets and bathrooms located inside the housing layout ensure women's safety and greatly reduces the risks of 
harassment to women   

Inside or outside Kitchen:
 Housing and plot layouts should reflect traditional activities. Kitchens should be designed to match the interests of 
women, who are often in charge of cooking in households  (e.g., space to cook or dry foods outside)

Gardens
It might be crucial for women to have open spaces or gardens to continue their livelihoods, (e.g., gardening or keeping 
small animals, such as chickens). 
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Selection 

Depending on the circumstances of a project, the issue of physical resettlement may be dealt with in one, or 
a combination of, the following ways: 

In-kind compensation. The project develops alternative resettlement sites (new or infill into existing 
communities) and housing for affected households. All designs of the houses should take into account 
cultural and gender considerations

Cash compensation. The project provides cash for households to purchase plots and/or housing 
and/or build their own housing. Follow-up of purchase of plots and/or housing and/or construction of 
housing is essential to ensure women and gender and sexual minorities needs and concerns are 
considered. 

Regardless of whether the household chooses to build housing itself or the housing is offered by the 
project, there must be a follow-up by the project staff. This follow-up must take into account gender 
considerations in order to try to alleviate discrimination and promote equality. The figure below presents 
gender considerations with regard to cash compensation and in-kind compensation concerning 
resettlement housing. 

Strict standards and social oversight on technical housing issues, 
including gender considerations. The supervisory process will span 
from the design stage through to the completion of housing 
construction.

Risks should be managed by staggering payments based on 
milestones achieved (e.g., a second cash compensation package once 
the house foundation is completed, and third near completion)

Choices regarding house design options will need to be jointly made 
by head of household and wive / wifes or other female members of the 
household

Self-build housing 
(cash compensation)

Design and construction of the 
housing by the household

Project-built housing 
(in-kind compensation)

Design and construction of 
housing by the project

Resettlement Construction

Resettlement construction is often the first major opportunity to use local labor, contractors and local 
service providers, even if they are often temporary. The project should undertake an assessment of the 
skills and capabilities of local labor and contractors. This should include exploring opportunities to ensure 
that women can access vacancies through a combination of equal opportunity assurance through 
contractors, early skills development opportunities, on-the-job training and additional supervision using 
different management modalities. Other initiatives could include the creation of temporary markets to 
provide food for construction workers.
 



Promoting the creation of employment and contracting opportunities for female employees and 
contractors is not only in line with international standards, but also widens the available labour pool, and 
helps the project to ensure that the most vulnerable population can maintain their livelihoods and, 
therefore, that human rights issues and conflicts do not arise.

Moves 

The selection and layout of the resettlement site, housing, and related facilities must consider a wide range 
of issues. Intensive consultations with resettling households should continue throughout the 
implementation phase to agree on the best options for displaced people. Some women and gender and 
sexual minority groups might be especially vulnerable to resettlement implementation due to 
discriminatory patterns of intrahousehold dynamics. 

The project should allocate sufficient time in transition issues to the new resettlement site. The transition 
period between leaving the former home and resettlement to the new home is crucial for PAPs mental 
health and well-being. Female-headed households or elder women might be doubly exposed to 
vulnerabilities. For these PAPs the moving process should be done effectively and sensitively.

Engagement with resettling households must not end with the move to the new site. An effective follow-up 
should be undertaken once households are resettled to ensure there are no issues at the new site. It is 
preferable to have female representatives involved in these processes, as women and gender and sexual 
minorities groups might feel more comfortable expressing sensitive concerns with women than men. 
Where necessary, additional assistance may be planned, either by the project or through partners (e.g., local 
social welfare personnel or NGOs).

Handover

Project proponents should ensure that housing and sites can ultimately be handed over to the resettled 
households and adopted by the relevant legal authorities, to avoid ongoing infrastructure management 
costs. 

The project should establish a handover committee early in the planning and design process to ensure that 
design is undertaken to statutory requirements, all stakeholders are aware of legal and personal 
responsibilities with respect to the completed housing and sites, and that handover to households and 
authorities is undertaken in a timely manner. This committee should include representatives of the main 
approving authorities and those entities who will eventually adopt the various infrastructures (e.g., water or 
roads). Representatives of the resettling households should also be part of the committee, including the 
appropriate proportion of women representatives. 

The handover committee should ensure that women and gender and sexual minorities needs and concerns 
are represented, and through ongoing monitoring and evaluation through the construction process, that all 
gender-related measures are implemented. 



Coming Up Next:

In the ninth part of this Gender Mainstreaming Insight Series, we will discuss Gender Considerations in 
Livelihood Restoration.   

If there is a resettlement related topic you would particularly like to see discussed in this Series, you can also 
email us your suggestions at info@steynreddy.com

Want to know more?

If you want to know more about Steyn Reddy Associates (SRA) then 
you can go to www.steynreddy.com 

Things to Bear in Mind

Women and men may have different needs, and both need to be taken into account in the design and 
establishment of resettlement sites, housing, and community infrastructure and facilities

Women's main concerns or requests regarding community facilities and infrastructure tend to be 
around access to education and health centers, as women are often responsible for taking children to 
school and for attending to medical needs that household members may require

Regardless of whether the household chooses to build housing itself or the housing is offered by the 
project, there must be effective follow-up by the project staff. This follow-up must take into account 
gender considerations in order to try to alleviate discrimination and promote equality

Resettlement construction is often the first major opportunity to use local labor, contractors and local 
service providers, even if they are often temporary. This should include exploring opportunities to 
ensure that women can access vacancies through a combination of equal opportunity assurance 
through contractors, skills development, on-the-job training, additional supervision, and other 
opportunities (e.g., initiatives such as the creation of temporary markets to provide food for 
construction workers)

Resettlement implementation should seek the active involvement of women and gender and sexual 
minorities. Engagement with resettling households must not end with the move to the new site. An 
effective follow-up should be undertaken to ensure there are no issues at the new site. Female project 
representatives should be involved in these processes, as women and gender and sexual minorities 
groups might feel more comfortable expressing sensitive concerns with women than men for 
gender-related cultural reasons

Project proponents should ensure that sites can ultimately be handed over to resettled households 
and adopted by the relevant legal authorities, to avoid ongoing infrastructure management costs. The 
handover committee should have appropriate female representation, and ensure that women and 
gender and sexual minorities needs and concerns are represented, and through ongoing monitoring 
and evaluation through the construction process, that all gender-related measures are implemented. 


