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Gender mainstreaming is critical for projects to deliver more successful land access and 
resettlement, and is becoming increasingly significant for financial institutions and industry 
organizations.  However, much remains to be done to ensure a comprehensive gender-informed 
approach to managing physical and economic displacement, beyond mere tokenism. 

Steyn Reddy Associates (SRA) has published this 10-part Gender Mainstreaming Series to help 
projects take practical steps to ensure that vulnerabilities related to women and sexual and 
gender minorities are adequately addressed throughout the land access and resettlement 
stakeholder engagement, assessment, planning, implementation, and monitoring & evaluation 
process.

For a general perspective on Cultural Heritage in Land Access and Resettlement projects, read 
this Gender Insight in conjunction with Land Access and Resettlement Insight Series 4 on Cultural 
Heritage, Cemeteries and Graves.

The cultural realm has traditionally been male-dominated, and women's contributions often neglected. 
However, this has not prevented women from making invaluable cultural contributions. 

This Insight Series 4 acknowledges the importance of women's roles in tangible and intangible cultural 
heritage and the imperious need to consult women representatives when identifying sites of potential 
cultural significance and recording project communities' cultural practices.

Women and Tangible Cultural Heritage 

Women, who typically represent approximately half of the population, are essential contributors to 
cultural heritage. Books, monographs, paintings, manuscripts, sculptures, clothing, or even architecture 
can constitute important manifestations of women's cultural heritage. Representations and/or rituals 
associated with human or natural elements (e.g., sacred trees) may also manifest women's cultural 
heritage. There may be some elements that have significant cultural value for women exclusively.

Preservation of women's cultural heritage is a challenge in some societies that do not attribute sufficient 
value to women's creations, representations, or rituals. In these cases, some critical cultural heritage 
figures may be overlooked to the detriment of the community's cultural heritage as a whole. The 
recording and preservation of women's cultural heritage materials contribute to women's social visibility 
and public perception. It also promotes community accessibility and learning about the richness and 
diversity of women's world, symbolism, and values for present and future generations. Besides, the 
recording and preservation of women's cultural heritage materials could have an economic value for the 
community, encouraging tourism initiatives and increasing income.

The inventory of potential sites of cultural interest is the first step in assessing and addressing cultural 
heritage impacts in the context of land access and resettlement projects. An appropriate local expert 
should identify all sites of cultural significance that may be directly or indirectly affected by the project 
(e.g., archaeological, traditional, and religious sites). 



Male traditional and religious leaders actively participate in the inventory of potential sites, consultations, 
and development of proposals. This can lead to gender-biased results that fail to incorporate women 
and/or gender and sexual minorities considerations (e.g., not considering women in the identification of 
graves and shrines, and other sites of relevant cultural significance).

Consultations with key stakeholders should not be limited to male 
traditional and religious leaders and should include women's and 
sexual and gender minority groups or representatives. The local 
expert should be trained in gender awareness to identify 
traditional sites that may have been used in living memory and as 
part of a long-standing cultural tradition for women and/or gender 
or sexual minorities.

The project team should consider if 
consultations with women and/or 
gender and sexual minorities should 
take place in general forums, special 
forums or a combination of both.

This will ensure that all elements of potential cultural relevance to community groups are recorded and 
addressed, thus avoiding potential social conflicts and paving the way for project buy-in. 

Women and Intangible Cultural Heritage

Women have acquired a predominant role in bearing, creating, and transmitting intangible cultural 
heritage in many communities worldwide. Their role is significant in intangible heritage, which is central 
to maintaining cultural identity and community cohesion. 

Everyday practices are expressions of living cultures, among which the family/domestic sphere plays a 
fundamental role. The transmission of intangible cultural heritage occurs at an intra-household and 
community level through oral narratives, culinary and medical knowledge, language, religious beliefs, or 
expertise in material culture, such as handicrafts. Due to their central roles in family upbringing, women 
are the primary cultural bearers and intergenerational transmitters of this domestic intangible cultural 
heritage.

Despite the important role women play in transmitting intangible cultural heritage, this role is not always 
formally recognized by the community. In land access and resettlement projects, traditional leaders and 
authorities may not consider women's intangible heritage contributions. The project team should adopt 
a gender-sensitive approach to involve women in consultations to record intangible cultural heritage. 
These consultations should include women representatives from associations or the community to 
document this knowledge. Consulting women will ensure a more diverse and inclusive perspective in 
recording intangible cultural heritage and avoiding one-sided and masculinized cultural patterns.

Challenging Culture and Tradition

When recording intangible cultural heritage, it is essential for the 
project to identify traditional practices that, despite being 
considered a "tradition," are discriminatory and constitute serious 
human rights violations. Consultation processes and recording of 
intangible cultural heritage should aim to reinforce positive cultural 
elements and challenge the oppressive aspects to the extent 
possible throughout the project.

An important oppressive element to 
demystify is Female Genital 
Mutilation (FGM), which continues 
to be a widespread practice 
worldwide



The project should collaborate with local experts to record intangible cultural heritage. They would be 
better able to understand the background context of the elements registered as intangible cultural 
heritage. However, the project should ensure that the appropriate local expert is trained in gender 
awareness and adopts a gender-sensitive perspective when recording intangible cultural heritage.

Things to Bear in Mind

A local expert should be trained in gender awareness to identify traditional sites and intangible 
cultural heritage practices of relevance to women and/or gender or sexual minorities 

Women are the primary cultural keepers of intangible cultural heritage many communities

Land access and resettlement projects should consult women to help safeguard intangible cultural 
heritage  

Consultation processes and recording of intangible cultural heritage should aim to reinforce positive 
cultural elements and challenge the oppressive aspects thereof to the extent possible throughout 
the project.

Coming Up Next:

In the fifth part of this Gender Mainstreaming Insight Series, we will discuss Mainstreaming Gender for 
Baseline Data Collection and Analysis. 

If there is a resettlement related topic you would particularly like to see discussed in this Series, you can 
also email us your suggestions at info@steynreddy.com

Want to know more?

If you want to know more about Steyn Reddy Associates (SRA) then 
you can go to www.steynreddy.com 


